


SDG 11 is dedicated to inclusive, safe, resilient and 
sustainable cities and human settlements, 

and one of its targets is dedicated to public space. It states that ‘by 2030, 
cities should provide universal access to safe, inclusive and accessible 
green and public spaces particularly for women and children, older 
persons and persons with disabilities’ and it is measured by the 
percentage of the city’s land area that is in public ownership and use. 
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Jemaa el-Fnaa, Marrakesh
Julien Charles photography



PROGRAMS  on PUBLIC SPACE ABOUND !!!!



PUBLIC SPACE OLD AND NEW

• History, Camiilo Sitte, Typology

• Examples  PRE-COVID    !!!

• The COVID Dilemma/Paradox ???

• The Future POST-COVID 

• Public Space Inside/Outside

• Climate Change and Day and Night 

• Who is in charge ??? 

• INTERCONNECTEDNESS



Noli Plan of Rome and typical Medieval square  as street broadening



Cars                  People                    COVID !!!



Central Park, NY

Washington Sq. Park, 

NY

Boston Commons

Abingdon Sq., NY

Paley Park, NY

Plaza de Catalunya, 

Barcelona



Grandville

Manhattan street

3rd Street Mall

Bilbao Bus Station

27th street, 7th ave., NY

Rock Creek Park

West 3rd Playground

PS 108q Schoolyard

Library Garden, NY



Emerald Necklace, 

Boston

Salt Lake City 

Atrium Mall, Boston

Brooklyn Flea Market

Metropolitan Steps

Brooklyn Bridge Park



WHAM!
Cars !!!

Public Transit ???



Place Vendome, Paris 1700’s, 1900’s, today



Out of town accomodations

Past w/o Cars………
…..Future w/o Cars 



Kids in the Streets,
again !!??



Scale, detail, and complexity



WHAM!
Unrest/Protest !!!



NY/LA  November 2011



New York Peaceful Public Protest,  June 2020



WHAM!
Climate Change !!!



Rebuild By Design 
Post- Sandy

“BIG U” by BIG  Architects



WHAM!

Multiculturalism and  Inclusion 
!!!We are not one size fits all







VARANASI

VARANASI



WHAM!
Public Health !!!       

COVID-19



Manhattan, NY

36 % Streets
Kibera, Nairobi

5 +% Streets
UN HABITAT DATA Approx

Social/physical distancing



Short term / Long term ???

Park, Brooklyn, NYC/ Market, Kalaw, Myanmar



• Creating the Streets We Want

• Fred Kent

• Read more posts by this author.

• Kathy Madden

• Read more posts by this author.

• Fred Kent, Kathy Madden

• 1 Jul 2020 • 11 min read 

• Inspiration from Gdansk, Buenos Aires, Paris and Istanbul 

• Rich street life is no frill. It is an expression of the most ancient function of a city—a place 
for people to come together, all kinds of people, face-to-face. — William "Holly" Whyte 

• From Barcelona, Paris, New York, Buenos Aires….people are being privledged over 
cars…streets are being given to people

Ggdansk, Poland                                             New York, USA       GOOD
Amsterdam. Holland                                      New York, USA       BAD

https://www.sociallifeproject.org/author/fredkent/
https://www.sociallifeproject.org/author/kathymadden/
https://www.sociallifeproject.org/author/fredkent/
https://www.sociallifeproject.org/author/kathymadden/


Village accomodations / Woodstock, NY



Women, girls, and handwashing, 
and hygiene for all…



The rooftops were effectively streets.Çatalhöyük , Turkey, 7,100 BC(



ALTERNATIVES foe good, why did we wait so long???

On right: My book cover from 1990



Parc de la Distance proposed, Vienna



WHAT !!!



ONLY SOME CAN LEAVE
…and they will be back !!!



PUBLIC SPACE POTPOURRI 
POST- PANDEMIC URBANISM

THANK YOU !
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